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Brexit E:EE‘E

On January 1st Britain officially left the European Union, %=

bringing to an end a 50 year relationship. So, why did Britain [m] 2%
leave the EU and what are the consequences? Probably the
=~ biggest reason Britain left the EU is immigration, specifically immigration from Eastern

‘ Europe. Anyone living in an EU member country has the right to work in any other

country, and, when the EU admitted new countries from eastern Europe in 2004, many people came to the
UK searching for a better life, These people pushed down the wages of low skilled jobs and put extra
pressure on the UK health service and public housing supply, as well as changing drastically the
demographics of once previously exclusively white towns. Part of the problem was that in all, other
countries in the EU, to receive any support from the government you need to have worked in that country
for a year. However, in the UK, you can claim government housing and unemployment support without
having worked in the country previously. Therefore, there was a lot of resentment amongst poorer people in
society against the EU as it was perceived that the EU was responsible for them losing out on jobs to
immigrants and the associated pressures on public services and change in local culture.
Leaving the EU seemingly has may negative consequences. People in Britain have lost the right of freedom
of movement. This mean that British people can no longer travel in the EU without applying for a visa to the
country they are going to. Also, goods can longer travel freely within the EU without customs checks. This
will have a very big negative impact on Britain” s trade with the EU and the businesses that rely on it. Britain
will miss out on billions of pounds of EU grants for things like urban renewal, job creation and environmental
protection. Finally Britain will lose access to shared European resources like INTERPOL (the European policy
agency) and the Erasmus University Program (students can study for free at Universities in other European
countries). In my opinion, leaving the EU is one of the biggest mistakes in Britain’ s post war history and |
think we will eventually end up rejoining, although probably on dramatically diminished terms.
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