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| look forward to this time of the year: Halloween festiv-
ities,cooler weather, pumpkin everything, leaves turn-
ing and falling, etcetera. While preparing for Halloween
at the schools, | learned that the white tissue paper
ghosts | had been making closely resembled teru teru bouzu. The
white bulbs, in my case, serve the sole purpose of Halloween decorative
ghosts, not rain charms. They are supposed to be a spooky item for kids to enjoy a spooky
holiday. | know originally they also represented the dead coming back to Earth for a day.
Creepy, right? Kids dress up in costumes and trick-or-treat toscare the dead souls away, with
the bonus of receiving candy from neighbors. It’ s a bit different from a Japanese costume
party | hear.
Something else | recently became aware of is that St. Louis Halloween differs a bit from the
rest of America. When | was little, | had to prepare a joke to tell the neighbors at the door
before receiving candy. | assumed it was the ‘trick’ in trick-or-treat. However, | became aware
this wasn’ t the case for my out-of-state friends. | was shocked at this news! Apparently,
even St. Louis has their own Halloween customs!
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