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[Graduation Ceremony]

Kumusta! The students have graduated! Do you
remember how your graduation was in your student
days? Last month, | talked about the school system and
how students earn points to graduate. For this month, |
would like to talk about how the graduation ceremony
is in the Philippines. In Japan, the students wear their
usual uniform on this day. But in my country, students
wear something different. In the past decades, students
wore white dresses for the girls and white shirts and
black pants for the boys. All graduates wear corsages
pinned on the left breast of their clothing. Now,
students wear togas and mortarboards. In high schools,
they’ re white. In college, they’ re black. Togas are
white or black long clothing worn on top of the
students’ uniform. The square caps, or mortarboards, are
caps with a square board upon the cap, with a tassel
attached to the center of it. The graduation ceremony is
a long day consisting of long speeches, student
performances, and different awards given to students
who had great academic achievements. Usually, this
event is held at big stadiums. The graduation degree, or
diploma, is given to the students when they go to stage.
The students shake hands with the principal using their
right hand, and receive the diploma using their left. The
graduation ceremony is a special day for the students as
it is their last day in the school. How about you? Do you
still remember your graduation ceremony?
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