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@School System & Graduation

Kumusta! How was the month of love for you? Did you do anything special? We are now in the
month of March, the month of graduation! The graduation process in the Philippines is different from
Japan’ s because of its school system. For this month, I" d like to talk about the school system in my
country, and its graduation process. In the Philippines, your chances of graduating are always
determined by your performance in school throughout the year. If students fail to get the points CEBHS
needed for every subject, they’ Il start the school year in the same year all over again. For example, if
you were an 8th grader, and you didn’ t get the necessary points, you' Il be an 8th grader again in
the next school year. This system starts in elementary school. When | was a student, | had classmates
who were much older than me. The elementary schools and high schools don’ t have an entrance
exam. However, they have a graduation exam. It gives students huge points if they pass, so most of
them study for it. Students can only join the graduation ceremony if they pass all subjects. Once they pass all tests,
they can finally relax and start focusing on the graduation ceremony. So what do you think about this? When | first
became an English teacher here in Japan, | was surprised about the country’ s school system. The schools are
greatly supported by the government, the students eat delicious and healthy lunch, and most importantly, no
students are left behind. They always graduate together. |’ ve always thought the students in Japan are very lucky.
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