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Hello,

Thank you for warmly welcoming me to Kofu! My name is Erika Sonneville from St. Louis, Missouri,
USA. My hometown is known for the St. Louis Gateway Arch, the St. Louis Cardinals baseball team,
gooey butter cake, and their free zoo! | grew up in a family of five: both my parents, a twin sister, an older
sister, and myself.

This isn't my first experience in Japan, where | was a Japanese language student at Kansai University in
Osaka two years ago where | studied as an exchange student for four months. Although, my Japanese
language skills still aren’ t great, | will do my best to improve upon it so that | can comfortably get to
know you all here in Kofu. And likewise, please feel free to use me as an English language guide at your
leisure.

If you are wondering why exactly | decided to come to Japan in the first place, it s because back in high
school, when | only knew about Japanese popular culture, a friend of mine returned from an exchange
program in Japan, enthusing about her experience and causing me to want to know more about the
social aspect of Japan. | began learning the language in college, studied a semester in Osaka, and
loved it enough to want to come back as an educator this time. | cannot wait to see what Kofu has to
offer in Japan!

As for getting to know a little about your new resident: | love to adventure and travel, so you’ Il likely find
me just strolling around town looking for something new or just enjoying the scenery. | used to be a de-
voted soccer player in school (though a bit rusty now), so if anyone wishes to play a game sometime, I'd
be excited to join. And if anyone is as excited about bacteria as | am, | was a biology major with a focus
in pathogens in college, so if you have something interesting to show me, | would love to see or hear
about it!

In any case, if you want to know more about me, please feel free to approach me. | look forward to my
time here in Kofu!
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