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Hello again!

Some time ago, it was Hinamatsuri. Apparently the day for Hinamatsuri is
March 3rd, but in Kofu, the decorations stay up for the entire month of
March. It seems like every house in the town has a set of dolls to put on
display, and there were even little dolls put inside the bamboo on the
streets. At my own house, there is also a set of antique dolls that is put on display every
year. They are very old and delicate, so I’'m always worried that I'll somehow break them, but thankfully they
were okay— even when the earthquake happened!

Almost every day, someone would come by the house to look at them. There’s no celebration quite like
Hinamatsuri in America, so it’s interesting to see how excited people get over seeing the dolls. When | studied
abroad in Tokyo, | celebrated Hinamatsuri by going to look at the doll collection in a nearby town with my host
family. Even though | didn’t know much about Hinamatsuri, | did have a lot of fun just looking at the dolls. Even
| could appreciate their craftsmanship. The decorations also make Kofu look so festive and colorful! | was a little
disappointed when March ended and they were all put away. So | think | can understand everyone else’s excite-
ment in my own way.

Anyway, that’s all for this month. See you next time!

- Kimmy
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