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Hello again!

23...7 | can’t remember.

Recently, it was my birthday! | turned 24. In America, 21 is an important age
and usually comes with a lot of celebrating. It’s a little similar to turning 20 in
Japan. After that point, the number almost loses meaning... | always forget
how old | am and find it difficult to remember. Am | 24 or 25 this year? Maybe
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Anyway, birthdays are still a time for doing special things, so | visited Tokyo for a weekend. | stayed with the people
who were my host family when | studied abroad in college. It's been over two years since | studied abroad, but
we’ve stayed friends. It was so nice seeing them again! | was also able to eat a lot of good food and visit all the
places | went to when | was an exchange student. It was all very nostalgic. Of course, | also went to Pokemon
Center. | did way too much shopping— but it was my birthday, so | think it's okay.

Being in Tokyo again after being in Kofu was a bit of a shock. In comparison, everything in Tokyo felt so big and so
busy! | actually got a little scared in the train stations because there were so many people, even though | used the
same trains almost every day when | was a student. However, | did really miss the convenience of Tokyo life. Not
needing to check the train schedule and being able to ride whenever, wherever you want is amazing.

When | came back to Kofu, my house felt a little lonely by comparison, but | think | had enough excitement for one

weekend. It's always nice to relax, too.
Anyway, that’s all for this month. See you next time!

ZAICEIF!

- Kimmy
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