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Good day, everyone. This month, we had a special guest return to our town. Can you guess who?
Perhaps you may have seen a strange blonde-haired man walking around the town or the station.

Yes, that’s right. Paul McGhie, Kofu’s ALT 10 years ago, came all the way from London and visited
Kofu for about two weeks. | also had an opportunity to meet him and he even came to Kofu Junior
high School and helped out in one class. It was quite interesting to speak to an ALT who came before me
and lwas surprised at how similar some things are from that time. Some things like the elementary schools
combining or the restaurant at Oku Daisen closing were different from Paul’s time but one thing that
we both had in common was the change coming to Japan brought out in us. At first, we came to Japan
and noticed how everything was different from our home countries. However, upon our return, we
notice how different everything in our country is from Japan. We've even unconsciously used Japanese
while speaking English and have said "Arigato gozaimasu" to people before. Still, we are both glad to
have been able to come to Japan and when | go back to the U.S., perhaps I'll visit Kofu again someday.
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