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Hello everyone,

The junior high school students have finally graduated. It was very hard to see them go! They were great
students, and | always enjoyed our English classes together. Japan’'s graduation ceremony is very different from
an American graduation ceremony. In America, a junior high school graduation is not a very big event; everyone
will go to the same high school, so we are not sad about graduation. In fact, we are happy! We all worked hard
and were able to graduate together, and now we will go to high school together. Junior high school is also usually
only two years long. High school is four years. So graduating from high school is more important.

In a high school graduation, we wear black gowns and a black cap with a tassel (which usually is the school’s
colors). When our name is called, our friends and family cheer for us. We shake the principal’ s hand and then sit
down. Once everyone’'s name is called, we move the tassel, which we hang on the left side to the right side to
signify that we have completed our graduation. Then, the principal says, for example, “Congratulations, class of
2014!” and we all cheer and throw our caps in the air. It is a very joyous occasion.

| am happy that | was able to see another graduation ceremony. It is nice to be able to experience another
culture’s traditions, and it makes me appreciate my own country and Japan a lot more.

See you next month!

~Connie
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