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Hello everyone,

It is much colder now, but still there is no snow. | am hoping it snows before Christmas, so | can have a “white
Christmas” this year again!

Many of my ALT friends are going home to celebrate Christmas and New Years with their families. Christmas is
a very important holiday in America; it is a day when we all get together with our families, eat dinner, and open
presents! Many stores and restaurants are closed on Christmas Day, or are only open for half of the day. New
Years is not a holiday, though many people take the day off from work and gather with their friends and family
for a big New Year s Party. People usually watch TV and play games like Bingo; and there is a famous fireworks
show on TV at midnight on New Year’s Eve. My family and | didn’t watch the American TV program they aired
on New Year’s Eve; instead, we watched Kouhaku Utagassen. | am a big fan of this show, and | look forward to
it every year (though | don’ t know most of the singers, now).

This year, | will be spending Christmas and New Years in Kofu, again! | am looking forward to welcoming the New
Year with Koebi and my fianc, Joshua.

By the time you read this, | believe it will be January. So Happy New Year!

~Connie
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